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Sensory Dysfunction in 
Veterans with TBI

Chronic Effects of Neurotrauma Consortium

Are Veterans with TBI more likely 
to develop sensory dysfunctions?

    This study describes post-9/11 Veterans’ sensory problems after combat.   
      Sensory problems were hearing, vision, dizziness/balance, and smell/taste.   
       The study also looked at whether Veterans with TBI had more sensory 
        problems. Here are the main findings: 

ê	�Nearly 1 out of 4 Veterans had at least one sensory problem; 
hearing problems were the most common.

ê	�Veterans who had any kind of TBI were generally 2 to 6 times more 
likely to have each sensory problem.

ê	�Veterans with more severe TBIs were most likely to have each 
sensory problem.

ê	�Veterans with blast injuries that caused burns or breathing 
problems were most likely to have hearing, vision, or multiple 
sensory problems. 
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Take Home:  �Veterans with a history of TBI are more likely to have 
hearing, vision, or  dizziness/balance problems.
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